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Items to Discuss

• The MPO and Community Development• The MPO and Community Development

• A Subregional Study – trends, needs, etc.

P f M j Th hf Pl• Purposes of a Major Thoroughfare Plan

• Some Preliminary Ideas



Metropolitan Planning Organization 
(MPO)(MPO)

• Federal Process which began in 1960’s 

• Urbanized Areas with populations of 50,000 ‐
MPO

• Williamson County included in Nashville Area 
MPO

• Maintaining a Continuing, Cooperative and 
Comprehensive Transportation Planning Process

• Planning and Programming of Transportation 
Improvements 



Community Development Divisiony p

• Oversees property development within the 
tcounty

• Preservation of rural character of Williamson 
C t hil d ti thCounty while accommodating growth

• Manages zoning ordinance and land use 
t d dstandards

• Oversees engineering issues 
i t d d b d l tintroduced by development



Community Development Divisiony p

Theme: Coordinate the provision 
f bli f ilitiof public facilities 

(transportation) with new 
development.p

Strategy: “Update the major 
thoroughfare plan, based on the g p ,
[Comprehensive Land Use] Plan, 
so it provides infrastructure 

i t t ith th l dconsistent with the land use 
patterns and densities provided 
in the [Comprehensive Landin the [Comprehensive Land 
Use] Plan.” 



Major Thoroughfare PlanMajor Thoroughfare Plan

A mapped, adopted plan that determines where 
roadway improvements are intended over the 
course of a long‐term planning period. 

Current Williamson County  
Major Thoroughfare Plan, 1996



An Outcome of Subregional Study

Southwest Subregion



An Outcome of Subregional Study

Southwest Subregion
• Brentwood

• Franklin

• Fairview

• Nolensville

• Thompson’s Station

S i ill• Spring Hill

• Metro Nashville

• LaVergne

Smyrna• Smyrna

• Rutherford County

• Spring Hill



An Outcome of Subregional Study

Subregional Approach
k l d h h i d ’• Acknowledges that growth impacts don’t stop at 

county lines
• Allows effects of planned projects in otherAllows effects of planned projects in other 

jurisdictions to be tested in Williamson County
• Requires plan coordination between subregional

k h ldstakeholders 



An Outcome of Subregional Study

Growth projections are received 
on a county‐wide basis

Model decides specifically 

Parcel attributes 
define a land use 
scenario

where new population and 
employment will be 
allocated throughout the 
countycounty



An Outcome of Subregional Study

Business‐As‐Usual Growth Scenario
Applies future growth assumptions to 
today’s land use conditions

Population Growth 
(2008‐2035)

Employment Growth 
(2008‐2035)( ) ( )



An Outcome of Subregional Study

Business‐As‐Usual Growth Scenario
Meets Margianally Does NotRegional Goal Meets 
Well

Margianally 
Meets

Does Not 
Meet

Goal #1 Maintain and Preserve the Efficiency, Safety, and 
Security of the Region’s Existing Transportation 
Infrastructure.

Goal #2 Manage Congestion to Keep People and Goods 
Moving.

Goal #3 Encourage Quality Growth and Sustainable Land 
Development Practices.

Goal #4 Protect the Region’s Health & Environment.

Goal #5 Support the Economic Competitiveness of the 
Greater Nashville Area.

Goal #6 Offer Meaningful Transportation Choices for a 
Diverse Population Including the Aging.

Goal #7 Encourage Regional Coordination, Cooperation, & 
Decision Making.

Goal #8 Practice Thoughtful, Transparent Financial 
Stewardship by Ensuring that Transportation Improvements 
meet Regional Goals.

N/A



An Outcome of Subregional Study

Preferred Growth Scenario
Applies future growth assumptions to a 
modified land use condition

Population Growth 
(2008‐2035)

Employment Growth 
(2008‐2035)( ) ( )



An Outcome of Subregional Study

Preferred Growth Scenario
What makes the preferred scenario preferred?
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Preferred Growth Scenario
What makes the preferred scenario preferred?



An Outcome of Subregional Study

Preferred Growth Scenario
What makes the preferred scenario preferred?



An Outcome of Subregional Study

Deficiencies Found in the Subregional Study
• Roadway capacity
• Network attributes
• Geometrics and safety
• Multi‐modal considerations

Deficiencies lead to recommendations of Major 

Thoroughfare Plan



An Outcome of Subregional Study

Deficiencies Found in the Subregional Study

Projected Roadway Level of Service (2035)



An Outcome of Subregional Study

Deficiencies Found in the Subregional Study

Limited Shoulder and Pavement Widths (existing)



An Outcome of Subregional Study

Deficiencies Found in the Subregional Study

Areas of Limited Network Connectivity



An Outcome of Subregional Study

Deficiencies Found in the Subregional Study

Bicycle Level of Service (existing)



Purposes of the Major 
Thoroughfare PlanThoroughfare Plan

• Coordinated approach to road planning (multi‐
project multi jurisdictional)project, multi‐jurisdictional)

• Advance understanding of planning objectives
• Facilitates impacts of growthp g
• Assigns real costs of development to developers 



Purposes of the Major 
Thoroughfare PlanThoroughfare Plan

A M j Th hf Pl D N tA Major Thoroughfare Plan Does Not:
• Determine the alignment of a proposed road
• Initiate survey design or any activity leading to• Initiate survey, design, or any activity leading to 

construction
• Mean that a roadway improvement is funded
• Set project priorities or timeframes for when a 

project should be completed



Some Preliminary Ideas


